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News of Note
Metamorphosis

When the National Museum of American History reopens, you’ll be 
surprised when you see some major changes to the Hands On Science 
Center. It’s now being run by the Lemelson Center with a new name—
Spark!Lab™—and the focus will move beyond strictly science and will 
off er lots of fun activities to help kids and families learn about the history 
and process of invention. You can play games, conduct science experiments, 
explore inventors’ notebooks, and even invent! Be sure to grab an Inventor’s 
Notebook on your way so you can document your experience in the 
Museum and then take it with you to continue your inventing adventure 
at home. Spark!Lab also features an area designed just for children under 5 
and their parents and caregivers and will be open seven days a week.

The Play Must Go On
We are ready to welcome back our award-winning 
traveling exhibition Invention at Play as the inaugural 
exhibition in our new Lemelson Hall of Invention 
when the Museum reopens. Th is family-friendly, 
interactive exhibition takes a new look at invention 
by exploring the role of play—the ordinary and 
everyday “work of childhood”—in the creative 
impulse of historic and contemporary inventors. 
Invention at Play also has a companion website—

inventionatplay.org—that will continue to serve as an important portal 
for national and international visitors. 

From Cover to Cover
Much of the world’s Internet management and governance 
takes place in a corridor extending west from Washington, 
D.C., through northern Virginia toward Washington 
Dulles International Airport. Much of the country’s military 
planning and analysis takes place here as well. At the center 
of that corridor is Tysons Corner—an unincorporated 
suburban crossroads once dominated by dairy farms and 
gravel pits. In the latest book in the Lemelson Center’s series 
on invention with MIT Press, we’re proud to present Internet 
Alley: High Technology in Tysons Corner, 1945–2005 by Paul 
Ceruzzi. Ceruzzi explains how a concentration of military 
contractors carrying out weapons analysis, systems engineering, 
operations research, and telecommunications combined with suburban 
growth patterns to drive the region’s development. He looks in detail at 
the nature of the work carried out by these government contractors and 
how it can be considered truly innovative in terms of both technology 
and management.
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The Jerome and Dorothy Lemelson Center  
for the Study of Invention and Innovation

The Lemelson Center was established in 1995 with a gift from the  
Lemelson Foundation, a private philanthropic organization founded  
by inventor Jerome Lemelson.

Phone 202 633 3450	 Fax 202 357 4517 
E-mail lemcen@si.edu	 Website invention.smithsonian.org
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